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w hen people say, ÒI go to such-and-such

church because the style of the worship

there caters to my culture, my temperament

and my preferences...,Ó they reveal how

far they are away from God!  Sadly, the

only outcome of this approach to worship

is a degradation of the church into a 

therapy club consumed with a culture of

self-indulgence.

True worship is entirely focused and 

singley committed to cater to GodÕs 

pleasure and preference and no human

orientation or prejudice is even remotely

considered.  Worship does not cater to us.

It caters to God! We do not worship 

worshipÐwe worship God! Everything

under satanic dominion or influence wants

to be worshiped.  The narcissistic nature of

first Adam prevails in petulant pride 

coveting GodÕs position, and with 

calloused conscience, elevates itÕs soul as

the shrine of self-adoration.  The Bible

makes it clear that only those with a 

circumcised heart can worship God.  It

took the violence of the blood and the guts

of CalvaryÕs drama to divide not only the

curtain to the Holy of Holies but also the

human race from haughty humanism to holy

humility.  To worship God in Spirit and in

truth has nothing to do with techniques or

technology, but everything to do with seeing

Him seated on the throne. The only 

appropriate response for the circumcised

heart is awe, admiration, fear and admission

of how altogether worthy He is!  

We were created to worship Him and the 

climaxing continuity of heaven will reveal

fully the thrill of the absorption in delighting

in the D I V I N E .

How essential it is, right now as we stand at

the consummation of the ages, as history is

about to be summed up and concluded in

Christ, that we be captured and capitulate 

to the beauty of our God.  We will certainly

see mass repentance among the lost if we

would cut away everything that caters to 

us and invite the Spirit of God to take us 

into a realm of glory reserved for a Ôlast 

days people.Õ

R o b  R u f u s

who
does
worship
cater to?
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prophecy, thanksgiving & praise and 

bringing joyful songs before the Lord (See 1

Chronicles 25:1-6; 15:16, 27 ). Our New

Testament equivalent would be lead elder,

eldership team, deacons, chief musician,

musicians and singers (See 1 Timothy 3:1-

13; 5:17). There is very little else in the New

Testament on worship direction and structure

because God covered it in DavidÕs 

tabernacle. I give this outline, as it helps us

gain a biblical overview of the worship 

service. It is the responsibility of musicians

and singers to help bring us into a place of 

adoration, praise and thanksgiving. 

e b b s
and f l o w s
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Worship and His Worthiness

There has been a marvellous trend in 

worship in the last while that has been most

heartening. A moving away from songs

about me and what God has done for me

and what I want to do, to songs all about

Him, His majesty, awesomeness, glory,

omnipotence, sacrifice, completeness etc.

This immediately elevates worship, taking it

away from me and what IÕm going through,

to focus on the Lord completely. When we

focus on Him and are consumed by Him,

there is every chance that He will respond by

gracing us with His presence. IÕm not talking

about his omnipresence, but about His 

immediate, manifest, tangible and 

glorious presence. 

Finding the Presence of God

Worship was never meant to be the exclusive

domain of worship leaders and musicians.

DavidÕs tabernacle is a prophetic shadow of

New Testament worship. In it we see David

the king, the Commanders of the army,

Kenaniah (Chief Musician), Asaph, Jeduthun

and Heman and their sons, all involved in

the oversight and ministry of worship,
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The Lord is always worthy of our praise

and we will always come before Him with

joyful songs until we are with Him in glory.

There are also PaulÕs instructions about

public worship in 1 Corinthians 14:26 that

encourage the participation of New

Testament priests to contribute prophecies,

words of knowledge, healing and the like,

all in an orderly manner. Worship should

never be dull, boring or

predictable when you

consider the vast 

possibilities open to us

through GodÕs word.

Elders then, have the

God-ordained responsi-

bility to ÒreadÓa

meeting and help to

shepherd it in a direction

that is most fitting for

that occasion. 

In 1 Kings 19:11-13 when Elijah is before

the Lord, the Scripture says that the Lord

was Ònot inÓ the earthquake, wind or fire.

On this occasion He was in the still, small

voice. Yet we know from many other refer-

ences that the Lord can indeed be in the

wind, earthquake and fire (See Acts 2:1-4;

16:26; 1 Kings 18:38). So I believe it is

the responsibility of the elders to deter-

mine, Òis God in this worship?ÓCould

there be a prophetic direction the meeting

needs to take? Is this perhaps a time to

have a call for salvation, healing, and

deliverance? Is it a moment of prostration

and adoration with no interruption? Is it a

time for Ôwar and proclamationÕ?  Is the 

worship going absolutely nowhere and so let

the teaching of the Word come with authority

and maybe worship later? Is it a time for

apostolic teaching and no worship at all?

(See Acts 20:7).  I would go as far as to

encourage lead elders to ask the worship

leaders occasionally for their

song list. Discourage them

from singing songs that you

already know in advance will

not take the church where

you feel it should go. The 

elders will always be the

highest human government in

the local church. Worship

leaders need to be comfort-

able with submitting to them

in this regard. Elders are

responsible before the Lord

for the condition and growth of the flock and

worship is a crucial part of this growth and

nurture. We need to live with the fact that

sometimes our worship will be exquisite and

ÔsoaringÕ, other times militant and Ôfaith-

walking.Õ Other times we need to stop

because itÕs just not happening. God is

always faithful. But He is not predictable and

will not fit into our choreographed ideas and

plans. Prepare well but hold those songs

lightly. God might not be in the songs. He

may be in the preaching or in the gifts of His

Holy Spirit. It does mean living expectantly,
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and living on the edge. But we cannot 

allow pre-determined forms or a modern 

liturgy to hinder our passionate quest for the

presence of God.

Common Mistakes

Songs sung too often. This can render a

good song ineffective.

Poor presentation of musicianship, 

overheads/media, stage tidiness, musician

dress code, sound glitches etc. Aim for 

excellence at every level. 

Lack of communication between

worship leader and elders. Keep eye 

contact constantly. Also keep the eye contact 

constant between musicians and the 

worship leader.

Prayer between songs, lengthy 

explanations, etc. This can have an 

effect similar to sitting down to eat and the

phone ringing. Musicians should ÒmusifyÓÐ

do what they do best. DonÕt let prayers

become religious punctuation.

Worship too long. If everyone has sat

down or is looking around aimlessly, itÕs

gone too long. People have limited 

concentration. Be sensitive to this.

Rampant children. I like children in the

worshipÐespecially the faster songs which

they instinctively prefer. If the presence of

God is evident, then even for intimate times

children can stay focused but this would be

the exception. They generally would not last

more than a few songs after which it would

be better that they go through to lessons and

songs tailored for their ages. To have 

constantly growing churches we ignore 

these details at our peril.

Musical continuity. ItÕs good where 

possible to choose songs that can be done in

medley. This is not essential but it can help.

Lack of prophetic/creative gaps. 

If we Òcolor in all the spacesÓ with our songs

we can crowd out the creative and sponta-

neous moving of the Holy Spirit. In the

Psalms we regularly see the phrase Selah

which was a musical pause. This is not an

absence of music, but a progression of

chords that are unobtrusive and encourage

prophetic, elder, deacon, singer, dancer,

priest participation. I seldom prepare more

than 3 or 4 songs for a service because IÕm

fully expecting spontaneous, unrehearsed

songs as well as the prophetic ministry of the

Holy Spirit. ItÕs not a ruleÐsometimes we add

in songs we havenÕt prepared. But we need

to prepare for spontaneity.

Homegrown songs. This is a great thing

yet songs need to be submitted to the 

leadership especially in the early days of

writing. Theological content, musical 

appropriateness etc. are all matters that need

to be checked out. Once writers have proved

themselves consistently then more latitude is

given. Either way the proof of it will be in

how the folk respond. Isi and I have had

very successful songs and many others that

we did just once. -LT

F i n i  d e  G e r s i g n y
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� led a band called the God Sessions 
for about five years. We used to travel
from town to town doing worship events
and training musicians. Although we 
traveled as a band, I used to do just about
everything. I would liaise with the hosting
church, organize the sound, lead the
singing, preach, try and figure out what
God was saying during the meeting and
then lead the ministry afterwards. It was
pretty much a one-man show, and
although we had some amazing times, 
it nearly killed me.

As someone once said, ÒPain is GodÕs 
megaphone,Óso I began to listen very
closely to what He was saying through His
word and through others who were more
experienced than I was. Two emerging
patterns became clear to me. I believe that
if we can understand and apply them,
weÕll experience more consistent 
fruitfulness in worship. 

Firstly, itÕs clear that God wants ultimate
responsibility for worship to fall on the 
shoulders of governmental leadership.

Secondly, it appears that God wants 
governmental leadership to work in team
with musicians whose primary role is to be
prophetic. We find this pattern emerging in
Exodus 15 with the first biblical record of
corporate singing. Standing before a
relieved and astounded Israel, Moses leads
them in a profound song of praise to God
for their miraculous escape from Egypt. We
donÕt know how well or how badly he sings,
but he certainly doesnÕt abdicate his 
responsibility to lead the people in worship.

We also see the emerging pattern of team
here as Miriam, the prophetess, picks up a
tambourine, and repeating one of the
refrains that Moses began, starts a praise
procession. Her spontaneity, though 
courageous, is in the same spirit and 
direction with which Moses began. She
exalts and thanks God for what he has 
done, and rather than drawing attention to
herself, helps the people to break through to
another level of worship to God. She does
what Moses didnÕt do, and there is no 
sense of him feeling insecure about that,
because Miriam carries an understanding 

w or s h i p
&  l e a d e r s h i P

�
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of team in her spontaneity. 

The alchemy of strong, releasing leadership
and sensitive yet courageous prophesying, 
is pure gold. Too often I see musicians that
hold back prophetically for fear of what
leaders or the people might say. They donÕt
realize that the biblical pattern seems to 
suggest that they ÔGo big or go home.ÕThat
does not mean weirdness, but it does mean
praising with the passion and prophetic
courage that brings breakthrough to others 
in the congregation.  If we carry on through
to DavidÕs leadership we find that even
though he is a musician himself, as a king,
he understands the role of governmental
leadership in worship. ÒDavid together with
the commanders of the army set apart some
of the sons of Asaph, Heman and Jeduthun
for the ministry of prophesying accompanied
by harps lyres and cymbals.Ó 1 Chronicles
25: 1. I can just imagine David with these
army generals who probably canÕt sing 
anything except the odd war cry, and yet he
chooses to involve them in worship-leading!

I believe one of the reasons that God

involves non-musicians in worship-leading is
exactly that; that they donÕt see worship from
a purely musical perspective. They are there
to keep the focus on God, not on the music.
Sometimes as musicians we fall into the trap
of thinking that if the music is good, then
worship is happening. Although there is 
definitely a link between the music and 
worship, leadership is there to help the 
people move from being passive spectators
to being active participators. 

Once again, the pattern of leading in team
with musicians continues here, when David
and the commanders of the army set them
apart for the ministry of prophesying. Asaph,
Heman and Jeduthun do have delegated
authority over the musicians, but it is all
Òunder the supervision of the king.ÓThere is
no sign of my-slice-of-the-pie thinking, where
the worship leader claims ownership over
what happens during worship. On the other
hand, it is also clear that these men were
more than mere song leaders. They were set
apart or consecrated for a prophetic 
ministry. Every musician involved was 
trained and skilled in music for the Lord. (v.7)

�

A l a n  F r o w
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It wasnÕt enough to be just musically
skilled. Both prophetic ability, and 
personal purity were vital. I would venture
to say that David wanted them to model
some of the courageous passion that he
showed when the ark was brought into
Jerusalem. (2 Samuel 6) He wanted them
to lead by example rather than by force or
manipu-lation. Perhaps it would be more
biblical to call such a person a lead 
worshiper than a worship leader, carrying
prophetic rather than governmental 

authority. ThatÕs not to say that a lead 
worshiper should not have some pastoral
sensitivity, or have an understanding of the
dynamics of a meeting. However, their
main role is to be propheticÐto worship
extravagantly and spontaneously before
the people, leaving the shepherding to
governmental leadership.  This pattern of
governmental leadership continues into
Revelation 4 and 5, where we see a 
startling picture of worship in heaven.  

In JohnÕs description of the indescribable,
the 24 elders pop up no less than seven
times. DonÕt get me wrong. TheyÕre in no
way trying to grab or obscure any of
GodÕs glory. Instead, they are caught up in
reverent worship, continually Òfalling down
and worshipping Him who sits upon the
throne.ÓThe point is, though, that God

sees the elders as integral to the heavenly
worship process, not as cold conductors, but
as exemplary leaders. So how practically
does an elder lead worship?

Obviously, from the above-mentioned 
passage, an elder leads firstly by displaying
a desire to worship himself. Whether you 
like it or not, people watch you in worship.
The quality of a churchÕs worship is 
determined more by the quality of the eldersÕ 
worship than by the quality of the music.

They should see themselves as thermostats,
setting the temperature.

Secondly, an elder leads directionally. That
includes picking up on what God seems to
be saying through the songs, the prophetic
and the priesthood. DonÕt disregard the
songs. God can highlight a particular songÐ
old or new, that can be a key for a meeting.
The ability to summarize what God is saying
and lead the people into it, is key to the 
worship process. Learning to communicate
with the Ôlead worshiperÕ as to which song
you want repeated or where you want to go,
is vital too.

Thirdly, elders are responsible for leading in
doctrine. Are the songs that are being sung,
theologically correct? Unfortunately, people
get their theology more from songs than the

ÒIn the days of David, and the example of w orship

enough to be just musically skilled.  Both proph
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Bible, so we have a responsibility to be
singing biblical songs. That doesnÕt mean the
songs have to contain words like sanctif-
ication and propitiation; we should leave
space for fresh ways of expressing biblical
truth. At least one elder should be looking
through new songs being introduced to make
sure they are both biblical and applicable. 
I believe thereÕs a place for the elder who is
preaching or leading the meeting to ask for
a particular song to be sung to reinforce an
important theme in the message or the 

meeting. Once again, good communication
between leadership and the musicians is
absolutely key here.

One comment on songs, after checking out
the doctrine of a song, donÕt make overly
hasty decisions on whether a song works or
not congregationally. Some of the greatest
worship songs have taken a bit of time to
Ôcatch on.Õ Elders also lead in discipline. 
I donÕt believe itÕs helpful for the Ôlead 
worshiperÕ to scold the people for not 
worshipping. This is not their jurisdiction. 
If the people are not giving a whole-hearted 
offering, let the elders teach and encourage
them, and if necessary, admonish them.

Finally, elders lead worship in the area of
depth and distance. LetÕs face it, most 
musicians would love the singing time to take

up the whole meeting, but that wonÕt work in
every meeting. Elders need to be Ôreading
the meetingÕ, getting a sense of peopleÕs
engagement, and the intensity of GodÕs 
presence. If neither of these are present itÕs
unhelpful to try and take worship deeper or
longer. However, when there is a strong
sense of GodÕs presence and prophetic flow,
then elders should lead in their willingness
to Ôtake worship wherever it goes.ÕThe skill
of leading a meeting is not so much in 
interjecting after every song to add your bit,

as it is in administrating what God is saying
through His peopleÐhelping to clarify GodÕs
trumpet call so that the people know how to
get ready for battle.

I believe this pattern applies not only to 
local church gatherings, but is also a key to
greater effectiveness in music outreach. 
I believe the era of bands travelling alone is
over. I anticipate seeing musicians with a
strong prophetic and evangelistic thrust 
travelling together with apostolic ministry.
This will reduce the element of the musical
Ôone night wonderÕ, and has the potential to
bring in a harvest that will be effectively
added to the local church. -LT

hip leading set forth for us in 1 Chronicles, it wasnÕt

phetic ability, and personal purity were vital....Ó
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Without music, the world would be 

a lesser place. This statement is true

across the board, and the same must 

definitely be said about the church.

Throughout history key moments have

been marked by songs that have reflected

the heartbeat of a particular group of 

people, and those same songs have given

many strengths for their cause.  In a 

worldly sense they have given them ÒfaithÓ

to keep on fighting for the thing they were

standing up for.  Even those who have

fought for unrighteous causes would have

this same thing in common with those who

believe there is power in outwardly 

declaring the conviction of their hearts.

After all isnÕt that why we sing songs in the

church today, and why we have been

singing since the early days of the Old

Testament?  The answer is yesÉwell, 

partly anyway.  While it is true that

singing prophetic songs has stirred up our

faith, and encouraged our excitement for

the things of God, there is a dimension in

music that only believers encounter as they

singÐknowing the pleasure of God.

There is a particular type of worship that

brings pleasure to Him.  John 4:23-24 tells

us that Ò...a time is coming and has now

come when true worshippers will worship the

Father in spirit and truth, for they are the

kind of worshippers the Father seeks.  God is

Spirit, and His worshippers must worship in

spirit and in truth.Ó

Because there is a particular kind of worship

that God requires, I believe there is a 

particular kind of song that should be 

written.  This list in not comprehensive, 

but I hope it is helpful.

1. A song that is keeping with GodÕs nature

(Spirit) and is associated strongly with Christ

(truth).

2. A song that cultivates faith. We know that

Ò...without faith it is impossible to please

God.Ó (Hebrews 11:6)

3.  A song that is Christo-centric.  I once

heard Rob Rufus say that Òthere is far more

power in singing to God than singing about

God.ÓThis is obviously the revelation that the

four living creatures, and the twenty-four 

elders live by. (Revelation 5:8-10)

4. A song that is based on scripture, or 

obviously compliments it.

SongWriting
J o n  D a n i e l
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5. A song of testimony.  In Luke 17:11 the

leper that returned to thank Jesus in a Òloud

voiceÓ was blessed by Jesus.  Who knows

what happened to the other nine?

6. A song that is singable. I am guilty 

sometimes of breaking this rule.  But the

essence of worship is God being glorified 

by man, and God presenting Himself among

His people.  Our songs should afford people

that opportunity without confusion.  Please

note that we should be worshipping at home

as well as corporately.  At home I sometimes

write complex songs and enjoy the Lord as I

sing them and He enjoys me.  The focus of

this article however is songs for our 

corporateness.

7. A song of celebration. See Psalms 148,

149, and 150. 

8. A song of intimacy. Psalm 139.

9. A seasonal song. We should be 

waiting on God to write songs that 

ÒsparkÓ or ÒmarkÓ something that God is

emphasizing in our corporateness at any

given time.  Please note that these songs 

may be for a given time and may lose their

power if you try to sing them when the

Òcloud has moved on.Ó

10. A petition song.  ÒLet Your Glory FallÓ 

by David Ruis is a great example of a song

that calls our for GodÕs intervention.  

While I am convinced that these songs must

never outweigh songs of praise, I do see

them throughout the book of Psalms, and 

throughout the Bible for that matter.  We 

must see that when we call out to God in

faith we are pleasing Him by showing Him

that we believe He is able.

While every song that you write may not

contain all of these 10 ingredients 

simultaneously, we must ensure that all of

these things are explored in our writing.

The first four ingredients are non-negotiable

in any songÐplease never forsake them.

To all the song writers out there I urge you to

wait on God, and give to the body of Christ

that which God has given to you.  Keep the

focus on Jesus celebrating the freedom, the

intimacy, the power, the peace, the joy, the

life, and the wonder of walking with Him. -LT
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GodÕs desire is to speak. Among the
1000 or so references to praising the Lord
with music and singing there are a number
of specific references to the singing of a
new song or of the song of the Lord.
What is a New Song or what is the Song
of the Lord? One definition declares, it is
both a song that comes from God, and
that it is His song. Zephaniah 3:17
declares that God himself both rejoices
and sings over us. Music and singing 
originated with God.  It is no surprise to
see that God is a joyous God who delights
and prophetically declares His promises 
over us in song.

Our worship is often full of singing about
the Lord. We sing to and for the Lord, but 

another vitally important aspect of worship
must be the singing of the Lord.  Worship
was never meant to be a monologue of our
telling God what we want Him to hear.
Spiritual fellowship involves communication.
True worship must have at itÕs very core a
deep desire for intimate communion. 
It consists both of expressions to God and of
listening for God. God is not silent, He
desires to speak to His people, to continually
communicate and reveal more of His love,
purposes and plans for us. 

Biblical Examples. Throughout scripture
we see a close association between music
and prophecy with numerous examples of
God speaking prophetically to His people
through song. Many of the Psalms are

!
��"����
����
��#���
ÒSing to the LORD a new song; sing to the LORD, 
all the earth. Sing to the LORD, praise his name; proclaim 
his salvation day after day. Declare his glory among the nations 
his marvelous deeds among all peoples.Ó
Psalm 96:1-3 

 #Let's Talk Mag 66  10/2/03  10:55 AM  Page 12



songs, Ezekiel, Nahum, Habakkuk and
Zechariah all record prophetic songs of the
Lord. Many of our songs today find their
themes based in these anointed prophetic
books. Prophetic worship under the inspira-
tion of the Holy Spirit can both shatter 
enemies, strengthen the feeble and calm the 
troubled soul (See Isaiah 30:31-32; 
1 Samuel 16:23).

You are GodÕs Voice. King David in
establishing the Tabernacle appointed 
musicians and singers from the priesthood
giving them specific responsibilities. His
desire, (born out of prophetic insight into the
ÒTemple of the LordÓ) was to have a center
for continual thanksgiving and celebration.
He told them to sing joyful songs...(contÕd)

��

prophetic proclamations of what is to come,
promises of deliverance and of great victories.
Declarations of salvation and redemption or of
GodÕs goodness, mercy, and grace. They may be
heard as a rallying cry, or a call to war.  Exodus
15 records Moses and IsraelÕs new song of 
deliverance and  victory after crossing the Red
Sea, declaring the truth of God as a mighty 
warrior, majestic in battle, mighty in power, 
awesome, holy and glorious. 

In Deuteronomy 32 we read  the  prophetic song
Moses recited  in order to remind and instruct
Israel.  In 2 Chronicles 20 we see the God given
strategy for victory was in a prophetic song of
GodÕs unfailing love and mercy. Many of the Old
Testament prophets sang rather than spoke their
prophecies. Isaiah records at least 11 prophetic

T o n y  I d e
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(1 Chronicles 15:16) to pray on behalf of
the nation, to record, thank and give
praise (1 Chronicles 16:4). Then in 1
Chronicles 25:1-7 we see Ò...he set 
apart some of the sons of Asaph, Heman
and Jeduthun for the ministry of 
prophesying, accompanied by harps, 
lyres and cymbals....Ó

David knew the importance of hearing the
prophetic voice of God and that what God
would speak was important enough to
record, pray and strategize into effect. 

Nothing has changed.  We live in a time
where we, as a New Testament priesthood
need to be hearing and declaring GodÕs
prophetic voice, His ways, plans and
strategies. We need to regularly encour-
age those whom God has gifted as song
writers to obediently proclaim GodÕs word
for now. Paul instructs us in Ephesians
5:19 to, ÒSpeak to one another with
psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.Ó
He reiterates this point in Colossians 3:16.
ÒLet the word of Christ dwell in you richly
as you teach and admonish one another
with all wisdom, and as you sing psalms,
hymns and spiritual songs with gratitude in
your hearts to God.ÓIn both passages the 

reference to spiritual songs is Òode-
pneumatikosÓsongs of the breath of God. 
It is only the breath of God that can breathe
new life.  To remain flexible and effective we
constantly need the  winds of heaven flowing
in our worship with new fresh Holy Spirit
inspired and sung melodies.

What do Prophetic songs achieve?
1 Corinthians 14:3: ÒBut everyone who
prophesies speaks to men for their 
strengthening, encouragement and comfort.Ó
The true prophetic will always do the 

following:  Reveal more of God, His plans,
purposes, character and nature. True 
prophecy will either originate with or be 
confirmed by scripture.

Strengthens. Prophetic declarations of 
victories to come strengthen our faith and
resolve, bringing physical, emotional and
spiritual strength. Fear and yokes of bond-
age are broken. We can pray for people,
but sometimes itÕs the song of the Lord sung
over someone that brings freedom. 
David declares in Psalm 32:7, the Lord
Ò...will surround me with songs of 
deliverance.Ó

ÒThroughout scripture we
prophetically to His people through song. 

more of God , H
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Encourages us to persevere, 
to press on, to not shrink back.
Hope is rekindled, our eyes taken off 
ourselves and our plight, focusing again
upon Jesus our source and strength. 
We are both reminded  and encouraged 
to hold on to the promises of God.

Comforts the distressed, heartbroken and
downcast bringing peace and solace, 
relieving anxiety, worry and fear. God does
not sing condemnation or judgement over us,
but rather His joy.

Builds up and edifies , causing us to
remind ourselves of our position, authority
and future in Christ. 

Stirs vision, zeal and passion. The
mandate of the nations will burn deeper in
our souls.

Brings about change. Saul was changed
as the Spirit of God came upon him when he
encountered the procession of prophets who
were playing musical instruments and 
prophesying. (1 Samuel 10:5-11)

Unifies and brings direction. Prophetic
songs bring a focus unifying the congrega-

tion to respond as one, lifting us to 
higher levels and expressions of worship
and service.

Points unbelievers to Christ. Psalm
40:3 says, ÒHe put a new song in my
mouth, a hymn of praise to our God.
Many will see and fear and put their trust
in the Lord.Ó

Practical Guidelines for 
Moving Prophetically: 
1. Speak only what God gives you.

Sometimes we can be stirred emotionally
on a given topic or issue and believe that
the whole congregation needs to hear
what we feel. It may not, however, be on
GodÕs heart for now. Jesus only did what
he saw the Father do, He only spoke what
the Father told Him to speak. His whole
life was a prophetic declaration of the
FatherÕs plan and purpose. Never did he
add to, embellish or exaggerate. There
are times when the impact and weight of
the prophetic is lost because of human 
exaggeration or embellishment. 

2. Be Obedient in what you receive. 
Often we donÕt have the whole picture, 

we see numerous examples of God speaking 
g. The true prophetic will always reveal 
 His plans, purposes, character and nature. Ó
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sometimes itÕs only a phrase or a few
words. There are many times we need to
be like PeterÐto step out in faith, trust in 
the promptings of the Holy Spirit and let
God speak through us.

3. Be patient and attentive. Timing in our
delivery is very important. Listen for a
theme or a keynote to emerge, when God
prompts you, step out. Be alert to the best
moment, ask yourself, ÒWill this cut across
what is currently happening or build upon
what God is sayingÓ?

4. Evaluate what God is saying.
Is it for everyone, or is it for you ? It
should always encourage and build up.

Directional words, correction or rebuke
should only come through the eldership,
therefore submit what you have to the Elders.

5. Contribute, donÕt exhaust. Keep it short,
concise and to the point, using plain 
everyday language and tone of voice. 
While the prophetic is supernatural by nature
it should be delivered naturally. Should it be
sung or spoken? A simple word of advice for
those not confident to sing, it is better to
speak what God is saying rather than lose
the impact due to poor melodic delivery, if
appropriate the central theme may then be
sung by others thus involving the whole 
congregation and reinforcing the message.

worship and
His Worthiness

As I look at the pile of books on worship,

the notes, the manuals, the Bibles on my

desk, the words of a wonderful hymn

come to mind. Ò...Were the whole realm

of nature mine, that were an offering far

too small....Ó To whom or with what can

He be compared? Who can even begin to 

contemplate His worthiness, His 

awesomeness, His magnitude, His love,

His perfect character, His holiness and 

intolerance of sin. He alone is,

ÒThe I am, who I am....Ó (Exodus 3:14)

Worship is the natural response to seeing

God and His glory, albeit Òdimly, as though

looking at a poor reflection in a mirror;Ó

(1 Corinthians 13:12) ; there will be a day

when we shall see face to face. I believe that

the ÒqualityÓ/authenticity of our worship is

not determined primarily by the music style,

instruments, songs, etc., but by the degree to

which we see Him! (The depth/degree of our

www.ncmi.net   www.ncmi.net www.ncmi.net  www.ncmi.net www.ncmi.net   www.ncmi.net www.ncm

D e v e l o p i n g  a  C u l t u r e  o f  B i b l i c a l  W o r s h i p

J o n a t h a n  P r e t o r i u s
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8.  Never fear failure.  Those who aim for
nothing will achieve nothing. We are not 
failures if we try. 

9. Remain teachable.  MosesÕs song of
Exodus 15 was not only one of thanksgiving
but a prophetic song of promised 
inheritance.

May the priesthood arise, encouraging
strengthening and envisioning us declaring
GodÕs promise of people transformed and
nations won. -LT

��

6. Ensure itÕs audible and recorded.
Speak or sing clearly, use a microphone
wherever possible and have it recorded and
transcribed. David appointed his priests to
record prophetic songs and we see the
examples throughout the Psalms. Many of 
the great songs we sing today, birthed in
times of prophetic worship, would have been
lost had they not been written down or
recorded immediately.

7.  Never despise prophecy because it 
hasnÕt been delivered eloquently or 
completely. Paul says Ò...we know in part,
we speak in part....Ó Someone else may
have the rest of the picture.

revelation of God will determine the depth/

degree of our worship!)

A look at Revelation 4 & 5 gives us a

glimpse of worship in heaven, as well as

some handles on GodÕs prescribed 

pattern/wineskin for biblical worship:

1) Biblical worship starts with a revelation 

of Jesus. (Revelation 4:1) There is a door

standing open! Jesus has opened the way for

every blood-washed, born again believer to

enter the presence of God by His completed

work at the cross. Without this revelation, no

true worship can take place.

Hebrews 10:19-22: ÒTherefore, brothers,

since we have confidence to enter the Most

Holy Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new

and living way opened for us through the

curtain, that is, His body, and since we have

a great high priest over the house of God, 

let us draw near to God with a sincere heart

in full assurance of faith, having our hearts

sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty 

conscience and having our bodies washed

with pure water.ÓHave you lost the wonder

of the reason why we can worship?

2) Biblical worship is Òabove usÓ (our human

intellect, ability, knowledge). (Revelation

4:1b) ÒCome up here and I will show you...Ó

It is beholding Him, the Great I Am, who Òart

in heavenÓand allowing Him to show/reveal

to us (who art on earth)Ð more of Himself.

Isaiah 55: 8 & 9: ÒÔFor my thoughts are not

your thoughts, neither are your ways my

ways,Õ declares the Lord. ÔAs the heavens are

w.ncmi.net  www.ncmi.net www.ncmi.net  www.ncmi.net www.ncmi.net   www.ncmi.net  www.ncmi.net  
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higher than the earth, so are my ways

higher than your ways and my thoughts

than your thoughts.ÕÓHow often/easily 

do you rely on your own ability, 

experience,  knowledge?

When we do this we ÔlimitÕ

God and His ability to

move in our midst by our

small-mindedness and our

lack of faith. How 

prepared can we ever 

really be to meet 

with GOD?

3) Biblical worship is in the

Spirit. (Revelation 4:2a)

ÒAt once I was in the

SpiritÉ.Ó We cannot 

worship authentically in the

flesh because flesh

gives birth to flesh, but

spirit will give birth to

spirit. John 4:24:

ÒGod is spirit, and 

His worshippers must

worship in spirit 

and in truth.Ó How

much of your worship is in the flesh

(ritual, routine, religious duty)? 

The Spirit brings life, freedom, 

fruitfulness and spontaneity.

4) Biblical worship happens before The

Throne. (Revelation 4:2bÐ3) Ò...and there

before me was a throne in heavenÉÓ

As Mike Pilavachi puts it, Òbefore the 

audience of one.Ó Worship is first and 

foremost for Him: to praise, adore, exalt,

thank, honor Him, for who He is. The fact

that we are blessed, inspired, changed, and

encouraged is an added bonus and should

not be the reason why we worship. We 

worship because He is worthy. It is

not a performance for people, to be

measured and subjected to their own 

preferences and personal comforts.

We should always seek to

live in the full breadth,

height, length, and depth 

of scripture (ÔRadically Word-

based; The Bible plus 

nothing, the Bible minus nothingÕ). 

Have you lost sight of the one whom

you worship?Is your worship for Òthe 

audience of oneÓ?

5) Biblical worship results in diverse

and continual revelation of God and

His reflected beauty.

(Revelation 4:6; 4:6b-11; 5:8-

13; 4:8-10; 5:13b): Òsea of

glassÉ every creatureÉfor

ever.Ó A.W.Tozer: ÒWhat

comes into our minds when we

think about God is the most 

important thing about us.Ó

A) His reflected beauty.

(Revelation 4:6) ÒÉa sea of

glass, clear as crystal.ÓThe color, beauty

and diversity of God (Revelation 4:3) would

be reflected by this crystal clear sea of glass.

B) Diverse revelation. 

(Revelation 4:6b-11 ; 5:8-13) Ò...the four 

living creaturesÉthe 24 eldersÉmany

��
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angelsÉevery creature everywhere!Ó The

four living creatures respond to seeing

Him, and then the 24 elders join, then

many angels, and in the end, every 

creature in heaven and on earth and

under the earth and on the sea, and all

that is in them respond with praise to the

revelation of God!

C) Continual revelation.

(Revelation 4:8-10;

5:13b) Ò...day and

nightÉwheneverÉfor

ever and ever!Ó

The four living creatures,

covered with eyes, are

continually responding

with praise as they 

continually see God, no

matter where they fly

and from every

eyeÉevery creature

everywhere sings praise

to Him Òfor ever and everÓ.

Has your worship become stale/boring?

Has your worship plateaued at one aspect

or level of revelation of God? Does your

worship continually explore Ôevery facetÕ 

of who He is?

6) Biblical worship always has Jesus at the

center.  (Revelation 5:5Ð6a) Ò...standing in

the center of the throne....Ó He is the only

one worthy and able to purchase men for

God! The LionÐvictorious, triumphant King!

The LambÐHe is the perfect sacrificial sin

offering!  Is your worship ÔChristocentricÕ

(focused and centered on Christ)? 

How much of Christ (Ôthe allness of who He

isÕ)is revealed/outworked in and through 

your worship?

7) Biblical worship demands a response.

(Revelation 4:8b; 4:10; 5:9a;12a;13a):

Ònever stop sayingÉfall down...and 

worshipÉ lay their crowns before the

throneÉ they sang a new songÉ they

sang....Ó To see God is to

surrender all and respond

with everythingÐthis is true

worship. A hymn writer

summed it up with these

words: Ò...Love so amazing,

so divine, demands my soul,

my life, my all....Ó Are there

any areas of your life/

lifestyle, which are not totally

surrendered to the Lordship

of Jesus?

These are guidelines to give

us some of the ÔbanksÕ within which the ebbs

and flows of our worship find their 

expression. The words ÔebbÕand ÔflowÕ

speak of movement; there are however 

certain values which we should not move

away from, but rather the ÒmovementÓ of our

worship should find its pace, intensity, 

direction and focus in and around these

Biblical guidelines. -LT

ÒWhat comes 
into our minds
when we think

about God 
is the most 

important thing
about us.Ó

-A. W. Tozer
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DonÕt you find some of the most 

powerful truths in Scripture are found in 

little texts tucked away almost as a 

passing thought?  Yet these Holy Spirit

prompted gems are well poised for the

eager eye of some thirsty pilgrim ready 

for divine instruction.  These truths could

be for doctrine or direction, power or 

pattern, wine or wineskin.

Well, the Discipling of the Nations is no

exception.  We would all agree that the days

in which we live are urgent, strategic and

need much discerning.  The heavenly 

mandate to impact and influence the nations

remains uppermost in the churchÕs agenda.

We know that from Òevery tribe and tongue

and peopleÓ will be worshippers of the only

true God.  We know that GodÕs modus

operandi, biblically, for us to achieve this is

jus
fam

C h r i s  W i e n a n d

5
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by planting Whole Bible, New Testament

churches as beachheads in every village,

town, city, and nation Òpreparing a way for

the Lord.Ó

The strategies of planting these churches are

as varied as there are opportunities.  Efforts

to reach post-modern Europe will differ vastly

from pre-Christian India to developing Africa,

to largely untouched China, to churched

Latin America.  Although certainly not the

only one, God has given us a strategy that

can work in about every situation:

11 From Troas we put out to sea and sailed

straight for Samothrace, and the next day 

on to Neapolis.

12 From there we traveled to Philippi, a

Roman colony and the leading city of that

district of Macedonia. And we stayed 

stfive
milies
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there several days.

13 On the Sabbath we went outside the 

city gate to the river, where we expected

to find a place of prayer. We sat down

and began to speak to the women who

had gathered there.

14 One of those listening was a woman

named Lydia, a dealer in purple cloth from

the city of Thyatira, who was a worshiper

of God. The Lord opened her heart to

respond to Paul's message.

15 When she and the members of her 

household were baptized, she invited us to

her home. "If you consider me a believer

in the Lord," she said, "come and stay at

my house." And she persuaded us.

-Acts 16:11-15 (NIV)

29 The jailer called for lights, rushed in

and fell trembling before Paul and Silas.

30 He then brought them out and asked,

"Sirs, what must I do to be saved?"

31 They replied, "Believe in the Lord Jesus,

and you will be saved--you and your 

household."

32 Then they spoke the word of the Lord

to him and to all the others in his house.

33 At that hour of the night the jailer took

them and washed their wounds; then

immediately he and all his family were

baptized.

34 The jailer brought them into his house

and set a meal before them; he was filled

with joy because he had come to believe

in God--he and his whole family.

-Acts 16:29-34 (NIV)

Of course Cornelius in Acts 10 is a further

super example.

23 Then Peter invited the men into the house

to be his guests. The next day 

Peter started out with them, and some of the

brothers from Joppa went along.

24 The following day he arrived in

Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them

and had called together his relatives and

close friends.

-Acts 10:23-24 (NIV)

Acts 8

What we believe God has said to us 

is simply this:

1. If 5 families in a town, city or 

community get together and believe God 

has joined them and they want an apostolic,

prophetic church among them...

2. They make contact with one of the 

translocal team members, 

3. This (or another) team member will get 

to the 5 families to see if...

a. There is a knitting of hearts,

b. There is an agreement of doctrine,

c. The families can agree with the vision 

and values of the NCMI team,

d. They want a church to be planted.

4. After due prayer and discussion a 

proposed pastor will go and minister to the

group and see if there is a God-connection.
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5. This fledgling group will become a church

plant in which team input will be helpful to

lay foundations (Ephesians 2:20),

set in other elders after a period of time 

(Acts 14:23) as this church seeks to impact

and change their world.

While this prŽcis obviously requires more 

in-depth discussion in each situation, it does

open the door to us planting churches far

more rapidly than we do at present.  It also

nudges us to review the way we do our local

church.  If we use planting lenses to drive

our leadership training, evangelism training,

Bible college and the like, we will see our

churches as relay stations more than 

destinations!  Folks will come in, be trained,

equipped and fashioned only to be 

catapulted out into a dying world which 

desperately needs Jesus.  As our friend, 

Leon Van Daele says, ÒLike the Titanic, the

world is sinking fast.Ó  We, the church are

running a salvage, rescue operation.  It is

not always tidy, neat, highly ordered and

organized.  We can get hurt and certainly

dirty but is there an alternative?  This 

operation requires Òall hands on deck.Ó

Everyone owning and available to plant 

out, be it as leader or team.

So, the key is in the ignition... and

just 5 families.  -LT
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NCMI Leadership Training Times 2003 & 2004
September 2003
22-26 South Africa

October 2003
20-24 Germany

November 2003
24-28 Delhi, India

December 2003
8-12 Indonesia

January 2004
14-16 Ethiopia
20-22 Egypt

February 2004
16-20 Holland

March 2004
22-26 Australia (Adelaide)
22-26 New Zealand (Aukland)
22-26 Asia (Singapore)

April 2004
6-9 Congo
12-16 United Kingdom
13-15 Malawi
17-19 Malawi
19-23 Mozambique South
22-24 Malawi

May 2004
11-14 Kenya
18-21 Tanzania
24-26 Kwazulu Natal

July 2004
5-7 & 10-12 Mozambique (2 areas)
12-16 Madagascar
15-18 Malawi
19-23 Zimbabwe
22-24 Egypt (Alexandria)

Do you recognize the man above, about to be baptized?  Care to venture a guess? 
If so, please e-mail your answer to talkmag@southlands.net.
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